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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 


Area  of  District  (including  inland  water)  Acres  ... 

... 

28,171 

Population  (Census  figures)  1921 

... 

11,865 

„  estimated  for  1925 

•  •  • 

12,136 

,,  estimated  by  Registrar  General  for  1925 

... 

12,190 

Gross  Births 

... 

193 

Nett  Births 

... 

199 

Nett  Birth  Rate 

per  1000 

16*32 

JL)  eat  Its  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

114 

Death  Rate  Recorded  . 

per  1000 

9-35 

„  Standardized  . 

99 

7-35 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births . 

50-25 

Zymotic  Death  Rate . 

per  1000 

•082 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  . 

99 

0-98 

Cancer  Death  Rate  . 

99 

116 

Influenza  Death  Rate  .  . 

99 

•16 

Pneumonia  Death  Rate 

99 

•25 

» 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE 

Mutford  &  Lothingland  Rural  District, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Report 
for  1925. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  for  1925  to  be  12,136. 

The  population  of  the  district  for  1925  according  to  the 
Registrar  General’s  estimation  is  12,190  and  on  this  figure  the 
various  rates  are  based. 

There  were  199  births  registered,  115  males  and  84  females 
which  gives  a  birth  rate  of  16-32  per  1000.  A  decrease  from  last 
year  when  it  was  19'36  per  1000. 

There  were  114  deaths  registered,  52  males  and  62  females 
which  gives  a  death  rate  of  9-35  per  1000,  a  slight  decrease  from 
last  year  when  is  was  9 '8  per  1000. 

For  the  same  period  England  and  Wales  had  a  birth  rate  of 
18  3  per  1000  and  a  death  rate  of  12 -2  per  1000. 

The  net  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  11  (last  year  it  was 
15)  which  is  5  5  per  cent  of  the  total  births. 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  RATES  PER  1000. 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  for  England 
Rate.  and  Wales. 

1905-1910  Average 

154-8 

1567 

311-5 

25-23 

26-2 

1911-1915  „ 

143 

136-4 

279  4 

24-66 

23-5 

1916-1920  „ 

119 

1132 

232  2 

20-78 

20-2 

1921 

151 

127 

278 

23-6 

22-4 

1922 

124 

132 

256 

21-62 

20-6 

1923 

118 

111 

229 

19-23 

19-7 

1924 

114 

121 

235 

19-36 

18-8 

1925 

115 

84 

199 

16.32 

18-3 

TABLE 

OF  DEATHS  AND  RATES  PER 

1000, 

Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  for  England 
Rate.  and  Wales. 

1905-1910  Average. 

70* 

69-4* 

14T5 

11-46 

14-7 

1911-1915  „ 

78-2 

714 

149-6 

13-4 

14-0 

1916-1920  „ 

63-8 

61-8 

125-6 

12-13 

14-4 

1921 

67 

56 

123 

10-4 

12-1 

1922 

77 

67 

144 

12-16 

12-9 

1923 

55 

56 

111 

9-32 

11-6 

1924 

60 

59 

119 

9-8 

12-2 

1925 

52 

62 

114 

9-35 

12-2 

'^Figures  for  1907  omitted. 


53  (28  males  and  25  females)  Deaths  were  in  persons  aged  65 
years  and  upwards  and  constitute  46  5  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths, 
of  those  deaths  24  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age.  16  were 
between  80  and  90  years  of  age.  2  were  over  90  years  of  age. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  50  25  per  1000  births.  The 
deaths  were  reported  from  the  following  parishes  : — Belton  (2), 
Burgh  Castle  (1),  Somerleyton  (1),  Kessingland  (2),  and  Pakefield  (3). 

Last  year  it  was  a  very  low  rate  of  3 8  3. 

In  1923  it  was  43-67 

„  1922  „  58-6 

„  1921  „  93-5 

„  1920  „  50-3 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  Smallpox,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  or  Diphtheria.  There  was  1  death  from  Scarlet 
Fever  which  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  rate  of  -08  per  1000. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  diseases  caused  12  deaths,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  0-98  per  1000.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  caused  9  deaths  with  a  death  rate  of  -738  per  1000.  Other 
Tuberculous  disoases  caused  3  deaths  with  a  death  rate  of  -246 
per  1000. 
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COMPARISON  OF  RATES  OF  LAST  5  YEARS. 


Year. 

All  Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

1920 

1-07 

0-98 

009 

1921 

085 

0-59 

025 

1922 

0-93 

0  68 

0-25 

1923 

0-84 

0-59 

025 

1924 

074 

0-66 

0-08 

Cancer  caused  14  deaths  giving  a  death  rate  of  1T5  per  1000. 


In 

1920  it 

was 

1-25 

» 

1921. 

>> 

1*02 

>> 

1922 

f  y 

1-35 

>  > 

1923 

)  j 

1  -09 

>> 

1924 

>  j 

0-9 

per 


1000 
>  > 

J  t 
5) 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE  PER  1000. 


Death  Rate 
Per  1000. 


Year. 

From 

all. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarr¬ 

hoea. 

Fever. 

Influ¬ 

enza. 

Pneu¬ 

monia. 

1920 

0-27 

0-00 

O'OO 

o-oo 

0T8 

0'09 

O'OO 

O'OO 

0.53 

1921 

0-6 

0‘  •  7 

0'08 

O'OO 

017 

0'17 

O'OO 

0'08 

0'58 

1922 

042 

O'OO 

0'08 

0-00 

0'34 

O'OO 

0.00 

0'59 

0'68 

1923 

0T7 

o-oo 

O’OO 

0'08 

0-00 

0-08 

O'OO 

0.00 

O'l  7 

1924 

0‘08 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

0'08 

O'OO 

O'OO 

0'08 

0'74 

1925 

0-08 

O' 08 

0'00 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

o-oo 

0'16 

0'25 

To  compare  the  case  rates  of  the  following  Infectious  Diseases 


I  give  the  following  table 

: — 

Case  rate 

Mutford  and 

England 

per  1000. 

Lothingland,  R.D. 

and  Wales. 

Smallpox 

O'OO 

0T4 

Scarlet  Fever 

4-68 

2‘36 

Diphtheria 

0'33 

1-23 

Enteric  Fever 

0'08 

0'07 

Puerperal  Fever 

0.00 

0-06 

Erysipelas 

0TG 

0-39 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  Act,  1889. 

70  notifications  were 
follows  : — 

received  under  this  Act.  They  were  as 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

...  60* 

Diphtheria 

5* 

Enteric  Fever  .. 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  2 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  2 

*3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

and  1  case  of  Diplithe 

ria  were  cancelled. 
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This  is  a  great  increase  on  last  year  when  there  were  44  cases 
notified  and  is  due  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  notifications  which  have 
risen  from  33  to  00.  The  other  figures  are  satisfactory. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  12  parishes.  In  3 
cases  I  was  unable  to  confirm  the  diagnosis  after  keeping  them 
under  observation  in  hospital  and  they  have  not  been  included  in 
the  following  figures. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  notified  in  the  following  months — 
January  (3),  February  (3),  March  (6),  April  (4),  May  (6),  June  (5), 
July  (1),  August  (2),  September  (13).  October  (7),  November  (7). 

46  households  were  affected,  1  had  4  cases,  8  had  2  cases  each 
and  37  had  1  case. 

In  40  houses  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  in  5  houses 
the  cases  were  isolated  at  home.  Where  the  cases  were  nursed  at 
home  there  were  3  susceptible  children  in  children  under  15  years 
of  age  who  had  not  had  the  disease  and  none  of  them  contracted 
Scarlet  Fever.  Where  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  there 
were  86  susceptable  children  left  at  home  and  none  contracted  the 
disease,  if  you  exclude  cases  notified  within  2  days. 

This  year  the  evidence  that  overcrowding  pre-disposes  to 
Scarlet  Fever  is  more  marked  than  last  year.  The  average 
number  of  rooms  per  person  in  the  Rural  District  according  to  the 
1921  Census  was  T3.  In  the  households  affected  with  Scarlet 
Fever  the  average  number  of  rooms  per  person  was  (a)  where  the 
case  was  removed  to  hospital.  0-86,  and  (b)  where  the  case  was 
kept  at  home.  1T3.  Thus  both  are  below  the  standard. 

The  following  parishes  were  affected  : — Ashby  (1),  Belton  (1), 
Blundeston  (7),  Bradwell  (2),  Corton  (l),  Gisleham  (1),  Kessingland 
(10),  Loimd  (2),  Mutford  (2),  Oulton  (2),  Pakefield  (27)  and 
Rushmere  (1). 

Of  those  cases  3  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  district. 

The  27  cases  in  Pakefield  occurred  in  the  following  months  : — 
March  (4),  May  (5),  June  (2),  August  (1),  September  (11), 
October  (2),  November  (2). 

Of  the  11  cases  in  September  5  were  in  the  same  class  at  school 
and  3  others  came  from  those  5  houses. 

At  Kessingland  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  October  and 
November. 

As  in  last  year  the  cases  weir  of  a  mild  type  and  no  doubt 
missed  cases  contributed  to  the  spread  of  the  disease.  At  Pakefield 
I  found  it  necessary  to  ask  the  Sunday  School  authorities  to  close, 
also  several  suspicious  cases  were  excluded  from  the  elementary 
school. 
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The  only  fatal  case  was  in  an  adult  who  died  3  days  after 
admission  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria.  One  ease  proved  negative  out  of  the  five  cases. 

One  case  was  a  visitor’s  child  who  arrived  on  July  24tli,  and 
was  taken  ill  on  August  1st,  was  notified  on  the  4th  and  died  3 
hours  after  admission. 

On  August  4th  another  child  in  the  same  house  was  taken  ill 
and  removed  on  the  6th  and  recovered. 

The  other  two  cases  were  notified  in  April  and  November. 

The  Enteric  case  was  reported  from  Kessingland  in  September 
gave  a  history  of  a  holiday  from  August  22-29,  and  was  notified 
on  September  16th,  having  been  ill  since  the  5tli  In  a  Widal  test 
her  blood  gave  a  weak  reaction  with  B.  Typhosus  and  a  stronger 
one  with  Paratyphoid  B. 

There  was  nothing  suspicious  in  her  history. 

The  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  were  notified  from  Carlton 
Colville  and  the  Workhouse. 


AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Between  1-2  years 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2-3  „ 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3-4  „ 

6 

1 

0 

0 

4-5  „ 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5-10  „ 

22 

2 

0 

1 

10-15  „ 

10 

1 

0 

1 

15-20  „ 

4 

0 

1 

0 

20-35  „ 

4 

0 

0 

3 

35-45  „ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

45-65  „ 

0 

0 

0 

2 

65  years  &  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  Erysipelas 
Workhouses. 

cases  were 

notified 

from  Bradwell 

and  the 

Table 

Comparing  this 

Scarlet 

Year 

Enteric 

with  5  Previous 

Puerperal 

Years. 

Opthalmia 

Year. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Fever. 

Neonatorum. 

1920 

17 

11 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1921 

18 

8 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1922 

29 

11 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1923 

16 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1924 

33 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1925 

57 

4 

1 

2 

0 

2 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  well  above  the 
average  clue  to  the  small  epidemics  at  Pakefield  and  Kessingland 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  at  Blundeston,  those  three  parishes 
contributing  44  cases.  Pakefield  showing  the  greatest  increase 
with  27  cases  against  an  average  of  3 '8  cases  in  the  last  twenty 
years.  Kessingland  had  10  cases  against  an  average  of  4 '55  and 
Blundeston  7  cases  against  an  average  of  2-4. 

Diphtheria  on  the  other  hand  shows  a  considerable  decrease,  the 
average  yearly  number  of  cases  for  the  last  20  years  being  17*1. 

In  five  year  periods  the  average  being — 

192  from  J  905-1909 
25'6  „  1910-1914 

66  „  1915-1919 

8'8  „  1920-1924 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  is  about  the  average  of 
the  last  five  years  bnt  shows  a  progressive  decline  in  twenty  years, 
the  average  yearly  number  of  cases  being  2'55. 

In  five  year  periods  the  average  being — • 

3'0  from  1905-1909 
2'2  „  1910-1914 

20  „  1915-1919 

10  „  1920-1924 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Annual  Number  of  Cases  in  each  Parish  since  1905. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 
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Parish. 

Ashby 

Belton 

Bradwell 

Burgh  Ca 

Fritton 

Herringfle 

Hopton 

Lound 

Somerleyt 

Blundesto 

Corton 

Flixton 

Gunton 

Oulton 

Barn  by 

Carlton  C< 

Gisleham 

Kessinglai 

Mutford 

Rushmere 

Pakefield 

Workhous 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Annual  Number  of  Cases  in  each  Parish  since  1905. 


f  361 
£361 
3361 
1361 
0361 
6161 
8161 
£161 
9161 
9161 
*161 
£161 
3161 
1 161 
0161 
6061 
8061 
£061 
9061 
9061 
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Workhouse 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS  LETHAR- 

GICA  AND  ACUTE  POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS)  REGULA¬ 
TIONS,  1918—1919. 

These  regulations  are  still  in  force  but  no  notifications  have 
been  received  during  the  year.  There  is  one  case  in  the  district 
which  was  imported  when  convalescent. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PNEUMONIA  MALARIA,  DYSEN¬ 
TERY,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1919. 

Eleven  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  from  the  following 
parishes  : — Blundeston  (1),  Carlton  Colville  (1),  Corton  (1), 
Herringfleet  (1),  Hopton  (1),  Mutford  (1),  Pakefield  (2),  Somerleyton 
(2)  and  Workhouse  (1). 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

Under  these  Regulations,  30  notifications  were  received,  26 
pulmonary  and  4  Non -pulmonary. 

Of  the  26  pulmonary,  15  were  on  Form  A  (i.e.  were  notified  as 
new  cases),  5  on  Form  C  (i.e.  notified  on  admission  to  an 
Institution),  and  6  on  Form  D  (i.e.  notified  on  discharge  from  an 
Institution). 

Of  the  15  on  Form  A,  all  were  new  cases. 

Of  the  5  on  Form  C  and  6  on  Form  D,  all  had  been  notified 
before. 

Thus  the  nett  number  of  new  cases  is  15,  to  which  have  to  be 
added  4  cases,  who  have  moved  into  the  area  and  have  been 
notified  elsewhere. 

Of  the  4  non-pulmonary  cases,  2  were  notified  on  Form  A,  and 
2  on  Form  B  (i.e.  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer). 

Of  those  on  Form  A,  1  was  cancelled  later  as  being  non-tubercular 
thus  the  nett  number  is  3. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — There  were  9  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  one  of  which  was  notified  after  death, 
and  three  from  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Five  cases  were  admitted  for  Sanatorium  treatment ;  two  had 
shelters  provided  and  two  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  affected  households  show  a  slightly  lower  number  of  rooms 
per  person  than  the  average.  For  the  whole  district  the  average 
is  13  (according  to  1921  Census)  whereas  in  those  houses  the 
average  is  103. 

In  all  notified  cases  the  houses  were  visited  and  inspected  for 
defects  which  would  be  liable  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and  the 
Phthisis  cases  were  supplied  with  disinfectants  and  given  circulars 
containing  advice  as  to  infection,  fresh  air,  etc.  In  fatal  cases 
or  when  a  patient  has  been  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  or  gone  to 
another  address,  the  houses  are  disinfected  with  Formalin  gas  and 
spray  and  the  bedding  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  45  cases  on  the  Register 
31  pulmonary  (19  males  and  12  females)  and  14  non-pulmonary 
(7  males  and  7  females). 

During  the  year  24  cases  were  added  and  15  deducted,  leaving 
54  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year  ;  38  pulmonary  (24  males  and  14 
females)  and  16  non-pulmonary  (6  males  and  10  females). 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  those 
Regulations  as  no  Tuberculous  person  is  employed  in  the  milk 
trade. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  SEC.  62. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this 
Section. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  57  samples  of  water  were  analysed,  being 
taken  from  the  following  parishes  :  Belton  (3),  Blundeston  (1), 
Bradwell  (13),  Burgh  Castle  (7),  Carlton  Colville  (22),  Flixton  (1), 
Fritton  (3),  Kessingland  (4),  Oulton  (1),  Pakefield  (1),  Rushmere  (1). 

Of  those  57  samples,  44  were  from  new  wells  and  13  from  old 
wells.  The  old  wells  were  in  the  following  parishes:  Belton  (2), 
Bradwell  (6),  Carlton  Colville  (1),  Kessingland  (2),  Oulton  (1)  and 
Rushmere  (1). 
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Of  the  old  wells,  9  were  satisfactory,  3  were  fairly  fit,  having 
a  slight  excess  of  vegetable  matter  and  1  was  unfit  ;  the  tenant 
continues  to  get  water  from  an  adjoining  deep  well. 

Of  the  44  new  wells,  on  a  first  analysis  12  wore  good  and  10 
bad  ;  on  a  second  analysis,  6  were  good  and  6  bad  ;  on  a  third 
analysis,  3  were  good  and  3  bad  ;  on  a  fourth  analysis,  3  were  good. 

In  one  case  sewage  was  discovered  leaking  into  the  well  and  a 
new  well  was  sunk. 

In  another  case  the  Company’s  water  supply  was  laid  on. 

In  two  cases  the  wells  are  being  pumped  out  to  get  rid  of 
impurities  and  will  be  tested  again. 

In  ten  cases  the  tenants  were  permitted  to  occupy  the  houses 
when  they  were  able  to  satisfy  the  Council  that  they  had  per¬ 
mission  to  get  water  from  a  good  well  within  a  reasonable  distance. 
This  permit  is  only  allowed  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  water  is  tested  again,  if  good,  a  certificate  is  issued,  if 
not,  another  three  months  may  be  permitted.  This  avoids  a  good 
deal  of  hardship  in  some  cases,  and  also  helps  to  improve  the 
water,  as,  when  the  tenant  is  in,  the  well  is  used  for  washing, 
flushing,  watering,  animals  and  the  gardens,  whereas,  if  left  to 
stagnate  for  three  months  it  would  be  worse  than  ever. 

Under  Sec.  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878,  thirty- 
six  certificates  have  been  issued  which  apply  to  37  houses  in  the 
following  parishes:  Barnby  (1),  Belton  (3),  Blundeston  (1), 
Bradwell  (7),  Burgh  Castle  (3),  Carlton  Colville  (17),  Flixton  (1), 
Fritton  (1),  Kessingland  (1)  and  Pakefield  (2). 

The  Lowestoft  Water  Company  gets  its  supply  from  a  chain  of 
lakes  fed  by  springs  at  Lound,  a  supplementary  supply  being 
obtained  from  the  river  Bure  after  sand  filtration.  The  water 
gives  a  good  result  on  analysis.  The  supply  is  constant  and 
sufficient. 

702  houses  are  connected  to  this  supply  in  the  following 
parishes  :  Pakefield  (367),  Oulton  (108),  Gunton  (18),  Corton  (60), 
Blundeston  (61),  Lound  (38),  Hopton  (41),  Somerleyton  (3)  and 
Browston  (6). 

In  1912  there  were  523  houses  connected. 

»  1914  „  544  „ 

„  1920  „  592  ,, 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  are  no  rivers  in  the  District  apart  from  the  Waveney, 
which  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the  area,  and  no  complaints  of 
its  pollution  have  been  made.  All  the  parishes  on  its  banks  have 
marshes  which  are  liable  to  floods  if  there  is  heavy  rain  and  high 
tides,  but  during  the  year  there  was  not  more  than  the  pumps 
(wind  or  steam)  could  cope  with. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Kessingland  has  a  drainage  system  of  its  own  by  which  the 
sewage  is  collected  in  tanks  and  then  pumped  on  to  contact  beds, 
whence  it  goes  to  filter  beds  and  percolates  through  to  a  small 
stream  which  runs  across  the  marshes  to  the  sea. 

The  question  of  extending  the  sewer  was  considered  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  By  the  extension  27  cesspools  which  take 
the  drainage  of  114  houses  would  be  done  away  with.  During  the 
year  the  filter  beds  were  washed  and  made  up.  The  system  worked 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year  and  did  not  give  rise  to 
any  complaints.  The  effluent  is  clear  and  has  no  smell. 

In  addition  to  those  houses  connected  to  the  sewer  there  are 
440  pail  closets,  463  dustbins  and  35  cesspools,  which  are 
emptied  by  a  scavenging  contractor. 

Pakefield  has  a  septic  tank  system,  giving  a  satisfactory  effluent 
which  discharges  into  Kit'kley  Run  and  through  Lowestoft 
Harbour  into  the  sea. 

Besides  the  houses  connected  to  the  sewer  there  are  333  pail 
closets,  390  dustbins  and  8  cesspools,  which  are  emptied  by  a 
scavenging  contractor.  A  recommendation  to  use  covered  dustcarts 
was  adopted. 

At  Corton  the  outfall  has  caused  a  certain  amount  of  trouble, 
as  it  is  liable  to  damage  from  driftwood,  but  has  caused  no  serious 
nuisance. 

At  Goriest  on  Golf  Links  there  is  a  private  installation  which 
discharges  the  overflow  from  a  sceptic  tank  into  a  soakaway  on 
the  beach,  well  away  from  the  houses.  In  summer  when  large 
amounts  of  water  are  used,  the  soakaway  cannot  deal  with  all  the 
water,  which  then  comes  to  the  surface  and  when  it  soaks  away 
later  leaves  a  blackish  deposit  which  is  unsightly  but  has  no  smell. 

At  Somerleyton  there  has  been  no  nuisance. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  only  one,  a  fat  and  bone  boiling  establishment,  has  been 
carried  on  without  nuisance  now  the  fumes  are  driven  through 
the  furnace  by  a  steam  jet. 

SCHOOLS. 

Mutford  School  was  closed  in  April  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

Lound  School  was  closed  in  January  for  Influenza. 

At  Pakefield  one  class  was  excluded  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Chickenpox  was  prevalent  at  Bradwell  in  March  and  April,  and 
Barnby  in  April. 

Fritton  and  Blundeston  Schools  were  disinfected  after  infectious 
diseases. 
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At  Carlton  Colville  School  the  improvements  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  have  been  carried  out. 

Corton  School  has  not  yet  been  connected  to  the  public  water 
supply,  but  I  am  hoping  the  Managers  may  see  their  way  to  do 
this  soon. 


HOUSING. 

The  housing  question  still  remains  to  be  solved.  The  chief 
difficulty  is  to  get  an  economic  rent  in  a  rural  district.  A  farm 
labourer  is  accustomed  to  pay  3/-  a  week  and  cannot  afford  to  pay 
more.  This  is  the  class  of  house  where  overcrowding  is  likely  to 
be  found,  as  the  houses  are  not  built  for  large  families. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  one  was  abated 
by  the  son  marrying  and  going  elsewhere;  in  the  other  case  the 
son-in-law  is  still  trying  to  find  a  house,  and  I  hope  the  farmer 
who  employs  him  will  try  to  assist  him. 

In  two  cases  I  suggested  a  Closing  Order  be  issued  when  the 
tenants  had  found  another  house,  but  so  far  they  have  not  done  so 
and  are  better  off  where  they  are  than  they  would  be  if  turned 
out  and  had  to  hire  2  front  rooms  elsewhere. 

Plans  for  78  dwelling  houses  have  been  put  forward  during  the 
year  which  is  an  increase  on  last  year  when  there  were  64. 

The  majority  are  brick  houses  or  bungalows  but  there  are  6 
wooden  bungalows  and  3  converted  railway  carriages. 

6  of  the  plans  were  not  approved. 

63  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year  in  the  following 
parishes: — Corton  (3),  Carlton  Colville  (16),  Pakefield  (7), 
Bradwell  (4),  Flixton  (1),  Burgh  Castle  (4),  Gunton  (6),  Oulton  (2), 
Belton  (2),  Hopton  (4),  Fritton  (1),  Kessingland  (2)  and 
Blundeston  (1). 

Of  those,  30  have  been  built  with  the  assistance  of  a  subsidy 
of  £70,  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1923. 

Since  the  subsidy  has  been  in  existence,  certificates  of  approval 
have  been  granted  for  121  houses.  Of  those,  49  have  been  given 
Certificates  of  Completion,  16  are  completed  but  not  certified,  17 
are  building  and  8  are  not  commenced. 

Of  the  remainder,  25  Certificates  have  expired  owing  to  the 
building  not  being  commenced  within  the  specified  time,  3  were 
withdrawn  and  3  cancelled. 

Definite  applications  for  houses  were  received  during  the  year 
from  Herringfleet  and  Corton  and  plans  and  schemes  have  been 
considered  to  find  the  most  suitable  type  of  house.  The  choosing 
of  a  site  also  is  important. 

At  Corton  the  fact  that  water  and  drainage  are  available  ought 
not  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
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At  Herringfleet  one  site  suggested  is  low-lying  and  a  house  on 
it  would  require  expensive  foundations. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 
and  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  97  houses  were 
reported  in  the  following  parishes  : — Gisleham  (1),  Somerleyton  (36), 
Herringfleet  (6),  Blundeston  (5),  Lound  (2),  Bradwell  (4),  Corton  (2), 
Carlton  Colville  (6),  Kessingland  (21),  Mutford  (2),  Oulton  (3)  and 
Pakefield  (19). 

The  chief  defects  are  dampness,  defective  lighting  and  ventilation, 
defective  eaves  troughing,  closets,  dustbins  and  drains. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  landlords  in  some  cases  are  attending 
to  those  defects  before  the  matter  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
sanitary  officials. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  47  on  the  register  as  compared 
with  46  last  year.  There  were  no  defects  found  in  any  of  them 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  1  case  last  year. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK-SHOPS  ORDERS. 

On  the  registers  there  are  106  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk  and 
89  retail  purveyors.  Of  those  there  were  14  applications  to 
register.  8  notices  were  issued,  3  to  register,  2  to  cleanse  and  3  to 
lime  wash.  All  were  complied  with. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  stop  the  sale  o"f  milk  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
as  to  its  quality. 

The  taking  of  samples  for  analysis  is  done  under  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  County  Council  and  so  also  are  samples  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  neither  case  have  I  heard  of  any 
complaints. 

The  cow-keepers  in  the  district  continue  to  take  steps  to 
provide  cleaner  milk  and  18  have  provided  steam  sterilizers  for 
churns,  pails  and  bottles.  That  good  milk  can  be  produced  in  the 
district  is  proved  by  the  experience  of  one  fanner  who  entered  for 
a  Clean  Milk  Competition  open  to  farmers  in  Suffolk  and  was 
placed  6th  with  a  total  of  1389  marks,  the  winner  getting  1428 
out  of  a  possible  1500.  His  best  bacterial  count  was  170  bacteria 
per  c.c.  which  is  a  very  satisfactory  figure,  as  the  standard  for 
Certified  Milk  is  30,000  and  for  Grade  A  milk  200,000. 

Normal  milk  in  the  course  of  delivery  has  been  known  to  have 
as  many  as  10,500,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 

His  best  figure  for  butter  fat  was  4-35  per  cent,  against  the  legal 
standard  of  3  per  cent,  and  of  the  5  samples  I  kept  sweet  for  5  days 
and  2  for  4  days. 
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This  result  is  not  obtained  by  elaborate  apparatus  or  regardless 
of  expense  methods,  but  by  strict  attention  to  the  following  details. 

The  milking  shed  should  be  as  free  from  dust  and  dirt  as 
possible. 

The  cow  should  have  the  flanks  and  udders  free  from  dirt  and 
wiped  down  with  a  clean  damp  cloth  just  before  milking. 

The  milker  should  have  clean  hands  and  wear  a  clean  overall 
and  cap. 

The  milking  pail  should  be  steam  sterilized  and  have  as  small 
an  opening  in  the  top  as  possible. 

As  soon  as  the  cow  is  milked,  the  milk  should  be  removed  from 
the  cowshed  and  cooled. 

Those  methods  are  not  beyond  the  attainment  of  any  dairy¬ 
man  and  I  hope  next  year  to  find  more  going  in  for  clean  milk 
competitions  so  that  if  weak  spots  are  found  they  can  be  remedied. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923,  one  licence 
to  sell  Pasteurized  Milk  has  been  issued. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  (Animals)  Act,  1925,  No.  2, 
4  animals  were  slaughtered,  3  were  quite  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  1  was  allowed  to  pass  with  the  exception  of  head, 
liver  and  lungs. 

One  case  of  Anthrax  was  reported  during  the  year  and  the  carcase 
cremated. 


SLA  UGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  17  in  the  district  licensed  for  the  year  and  they  have 
been  visited  as  frequently  as  is  possible  in  a  scattered  district 
since  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  force. 
Diseased  meat  is  dealt  with  at  the  Fat  and  Bone  Works. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  report  any  butcher’s  shop 
for  being  in  a  dirty  condition. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  situated  in  the  following  parishes  : 
Carlton  Colville  (5),  Pakefield  (1),  Kessingland  (2),  Blundeston 
(3),  Somerleyton  (2),  Herringfleet  (1),  Belton  (1),  Bradwell  (1)  and 
Lound  (1). 

The  5  bakehouses  have  been  all  found  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Staff  consists  of  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Infectious  Diseases — Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
Fever  are  admitted  to  the  Oulton  Isolation  Hospital,  whore  there 
are  16  beds  and  6  cots. 

Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

The  male  tuberculosis  cases  are  admitted  to  Normanston 
Sanatorium  in  the  Borough  of  Lowestoft,  and  the  female  cases  are 
treated  in  Ipswich  Sanatorium  ;  also  a  certain  number  of  either  sex 
are  admitted  to  Oulton  Infirmary. 

Non -pulmonary  cases  are  treated  in  Lowestoft  Hospital  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council. 

A  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Carlton 
Colville  with  accommodation  for  4  patients,  and  is  shared  with  the 
Borough  of  Lowestoft. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health 
(Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Midwives— There  are  five  living  in  the  district  who  notified  their 
intention  to  practise,  three  of  whom  are  District  Nurses. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  is  provided  at 
Oulton  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  facilities  (a)  for  infectious  cases — A  motor  ambulance 
is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  a  horse  ambulance  is  kept  at 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  for  Smallpox  cases. 

(b)  A  Red  Cross  Motor  Ambulance  kept  at  Lowestoft  is 
available  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases;  also  a  private 
firm  in  Lowestoft  have  a  motor  ambulance  for  hire. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  at  the 
County  Hall,  Ipswich. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  stored  in  every  parish 
where  it  is  immediately  available  for  medical  practitioners  and 
was  used  on  two  occasions  during  the  year.  Each  holder  of  the 
Antitoxin  is  provided  with  an  addressed  postcard  to  report  that 
it  has  been  used,  thus  there  is  no  delay  in  replacing  it. 

^  ADOPTED  ACTS  AND  URBAN  POWERS. 

The  Council  have  obtained  the  following  urban  powers  :  For 
the  whole  district — Under  Sec.  25,  44,  157,  169  and  170,  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  under  Sec.  23,  29,  30  and  31  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

For  the  parishes  of  Bolton,  Bradwell,  Burgh  Castle,  Carlton 
Colville,  Fritton,  Herringflcet,  Oulton  and  Somerleyton — Under 
Sec.  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
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For  the  parish  of  Pakefield— Under  Sec.  160  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  with  regard  to  the  naming  of  streets  and  the 
numbering  of  houses. 

The  Council  have  adopted  the  following  Acts  : 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886. 

Part  III  of  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890  (so  far 
as  applicable  to  Rural  Authorities). 

Parts  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  as 
follows  : 

Within  the  whole  district— Sec.  15  to  17,  20,  22  to  25,  and  30 
to  33  comprised  in  Part  II. 

Sec.  34  to  38,  43  to  46,  and  Sec.  50,  comprised  in  Part  III, 
and  Sec.  52  to  60,  and  62  to  67,  comprised  in  Part  IV. 

Within  the  contributory  place  of  Pakefield — Sec.  39  to  42 
comprised  in  Part  III,  and  Sec.  92  to  94  comprised  in  Part  X. 

Within  the  contributory  places  of  Gorton,  Gunton  and  Kessing- 
land — Sec.  92  to  94  comprised  in  Part  X. 

Within  the  contributory  places  of  Belton,  Bradwell,  Burgh 
Castle,  Carlton  Colville,  Fritton,  Herringfleet,  Oulton  and 
Somerleyton — Sec.  93  and  94  comprised  in  Part  X. 

OULTON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

On  January  1st  there  were  8  cases  in  Hospital  from  1924, 
6  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  ;  of  those,  3 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  of  Diphtheria  came  from  the  Rural 
District,  and  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  belonged  to  the  Loddon  and 
Clavering  Rural  District. 

During  the  year  68  cases  were  admitted  (35  males  and  33 
females),  so  the  actual  number  treated  was  76  (42  males  and  34 
females).  The  total  number  discharged  was  71  (41  males  and 
30  females).  There  were  2  deaths  during  the  year,  both  females, 
from  the  Rural  District,  1  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  Diphtheria.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  remaining  in 
Hospital  (1  male  and  2  females),  1  from  the  Rural  District  and  2 
from  the  Loddon  and  Clavering  Rural  District. 

Of  the  68  cases  admitted,  60  (31  males  and  29  females)  were  from 
the  Rural  District,  2  (both  females)  from  the  Bungay  Urban  District, 
1  male  from  the  Wangford  Rural  District,  and  5  from  the  Loddon 
and  Clavering  Rural  District  (3  males  and  2  females). 

The  60  cases  from  the  Rural  District  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  55  (28  males  and  27  females). 
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Enteric  Fever  1  (female). 

Diphtheria  4  (3  males  and  1  female). 

From  the  other  districts  they  were  all  Scarlet  Fever. 

This  year  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  admitted  and  there  have  not  been  so  many  since 
1914.  The  last  quarter  was  the  heaviest,  the  average  number  of 
patients  being  over  14  for  that  quarter.  At  one  time  every  bed  in 
the  Hospital  was  full  and  2  extra  cots  were  purchased  to 
accommodate  further  cases. 


Table  Showing  Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital  During  last 
15  Years,  and  Mortality  in  5  Year  Periods. 


Scarlet  Fever. 
Year.  Cases.  Deaths,  per  cent. 


Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever. 

rases.  Deaths,  per  cent.  Cases.  Deaths,  per  cent.  Total 


1911 

22 

1 

1912 

21 

0 

1913 

52 

1 

1914 

23 

0 

1915 

36 

0 

1916 

19 

0 

1917 

13 

0 

1918 

3 

0 

1919 

19 

0 

1920 

14 

0 

1921 

14 

1 

1922 

28 

0 

1923 

19 

0 

1924 

29 

1 

1925 

63 

1 

6  1 

11  1 

29  0 

51  4 

13  0 

40  3 

1  0 

4  0 

14  2 

10  0 

21  2 

20  2 

8  0 

7  0 

4  1 


...  3  + (2) 

1 

4 

1 

...  4 

5-45 

0 

1 

3 

...  0 
...  0 

7- 25 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

8- 33 


0  ...  33 

0  ...  33 

1  ...  85 

0  ...  75 

0  ...  53 

7-69 

0  ...  59 

0  ...  15 

0  ...  10 

0  ...  33 

0  ...  24 

0-00 

0  ...  35 

0  ...  48 

0  ...  28 

0  ...  37 

0  ...  68 

0-00 


MAINTENANCE. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  patients  had  3079  days’  maintenance  :  those 
from  the  Rural  District  2747  days  ;  from  Bungay  Urban  District 
95  days  ;  from  Wangford  Rural  District  36  days  ;  and  from  Loddon 
and  Clavering  Rural  District  201  days. 


The  Enteric  Fever  case  from  the  Rural  District  had  44  days’ 
maintenance.  J 


The  Diphtheria  cases  from  the  Rural  District  had  197  days’ 
maintenance.  J 


The  total  number  of  days’  maintenance  of  patients  was  3320 
those  from  the  Rural  District  2988,  from  Bungay  Urban  District 
95  days  ;  from  Wangford  Rural  District  36  days  ;  and  from  Loddon 
and  Clavering  Rural  District  201  days. 
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The  average  daily  number  of  patients  was  9T. 

From  the  Rural  District  ...  ...  8-2- 

„  ,,  Bungay  Urban  District  ...  0-3. 

„  „  Wangford  Rural  District  ...  0-1. 

,,  ,,  Loddon  and  Clave  ring  District  0-5. 

During  the  year  the  entrance  gate  has  been  improved,  the  front 
of  the  house  has  been  re -pointed  and  made  watertight  and  a 
breakdown  in  the  disinfector  has  been  repaired. 

The  Motor  Ambulance  continues  to  work  in  a  satisfactoiy 
manner. 

I  regret  to  report  the  resignation  of  Miss  Cole  as  Matron,  on 
December  1st.  She  was  appointed  in  1913  and  since  then  has 
always  worked  hard  to  make  the  Hospital  efficient ;  only  those  who 
were  on  the  Council  before  that  time  can  realize  the  improvement. 

I  have  to  thank  all  the  Officials,  with  whom  I  have  come  in 
contact,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  they  have  shown  in  assisting 
me. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Laurence  Gibson. 

March  23,  1926. 

Oulton  Broad, 

Lowestoft. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  28171 

Population  (at  Census,  1921)  ...  ...  ...  11865 

„  (estimated,  1925)  ...  ...  ...  12190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2734 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  ...  2778 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £49,189 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £205 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  fishing  and  farming. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 


Births 

|  Legitimate 

Total 

188 

Males. 

110 

Females. 

78  f 

(  Illegitimate 

11 

5 

6  1 

Deaths 

114 

52 

62 

Number  of  women  dying 

in  or 

in  j  from 

sepsis 

from  other  causes 


Birth  rate  16-3 
Death  rate  9-35 

0 
2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  50-25 
Legitimate  8,  Illegitimate  2 — Total  10. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
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0 

0 

0 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

52 

1 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

4 

0 

Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

11 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

0 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

CASES 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

2 

At  Home 

In 

Workhouee 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  bouses  erected  during  the  year  : — - 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given 

under)  ( b ) 

( b )  With  State  Assistance  under 

the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 
1 — Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habition 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 

II — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service 

OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

25 


53 

0 

30 


1498 

97 

0 

31 
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Ill — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housinq 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(«)  by  owners  ...  ...  0 

(6)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(o)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  5 

(6)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 
Oulton  Broad, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1925,  I  would  again  thank  your  Council,  the  M.O.H. 
and  your  Clerk,  for  their  continued  invaluable  support  and 
assistance  which  has  at  all  times  been  forthcoming  in  the  carrying 
out  of  my  various  duties. 

SCAVENGING  at  Kessingland  and  Pakefield  has  been  carried 
out  satisfactorily  by  the  respective  contractors ;  complaints  have 
been  extremely  few  and  of  a  very  minor  nature. 

FACTORIES  and  WORK-SHOPS  :  of  which  there  are  47  on  the 
Register,  as  compared  with  46  last  3re<3T,  have  all  been  kept  in 
good  order  and  condition  as  regards  drainage  and  general 
cleanliness.  There  is  no  overcrowding  in  any  of  the  workshops 
in  your  district. 

COWSHEDS  and  DAIRIES  have  received  my  careful  and 
frequent  inspection  and  supervision  during  the  past  year,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  very  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
by  both  wholesalers  and  retailers,  who  are  becoming  more  and 
more  alive  to  the  importance  of  “  clean  milk  ”  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  18  Steam  Sterilizing  Plants  are  now  installed  and 
working  in  the  district.  One  or  two  of  the  milk  producers  wash 
their  cows’  udders  and  hind  quarters  before  milking,  and  insist 
upon  their  milkmen  wearing  white  overalls  and  caps.  Several 
samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  by  the  Police  during  the  year, 
with  the  result  that  all  have  proved  satisfactory  on  analysis. 

In  the  autumn  of  1925,  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council, 
through  their  Dairy  Experts  inaugurated  lectures  and  demonstra¬ 
tions  on  “  clean  milk  ”  at  one  or  two  dairy  farms  in  your  district ; 
the  one  demonstration  which  I  attended  was  very  instructive  and 
fairly  well  attended  by  producers  and  their  milkmen. 

These  demonstrations  have  certainly  resulted  beneficially, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  C.C.  offered  great  inducements 
to  producers  and  milkmen  who  supply  milk  which  complies  with 
their  (C.C.)  standard  ;  some  of  the  producers  are  now  very  keen 
on  the  matter  of  “  clean  milk  ”  and  are  producing  milk  of  a  very 
high  quality  and  up  to  the  desired  standard. 

Personally  I  am  of  the  decided  opinion  that  few  (if  any)  Rural 
District  Councils  in  the  County  are  taking  more  interest  in  a  clean 
milk  crusade  than  the  Mutford  and  Lothingland  Rural  District 
Council ;  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  (speaking  generally)  the 
conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  throughout  your  district 
will  compare  very  favourably  with  those  in  any  district  in  tho 
Eastern  Counties. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.  There  are  17  in  your  district,  all 
licensed  or  registered  ;  all  have  been  kept  in  a  clean  and  satis¬ 
factory  condition,  and  have  had  my  close  supervision.  The 
butchers  have  greatly  assisted  me  in  my  endeavour  towards  the 
provision  of  a  good  and  wholesome  meat  supply  to  the  people  of 
the  district. 

MEAT  REGULATIONS  1925.  These  Regulations  came  into 
force  in  April  last,  and  have  added  very  materially  to  my  already 
many  duties.  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  inspect  all  carcases  before 
leaving  the  various  slaughterhouses  (see  Summary)  but  I  find  it 
absolutely  impossible  (having  regard  to  situation  and  distance 
between  the  various  slaughterhouses)  to  examine  all  carcases, 
although  I  have  visited  many  at  a  late  hour  and  under  conditions 
which  are  in  my  opinion  not  conducive  to  personal  health  in 
winter. 

KNACKER’S  Slaughter-houses  ;  the  only  one  in  your  district 
(at  Bradwell)  is  conducted  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADE.  There  is  only  one  in  your  district  and 
situated  at  Oulton.  Last  year  I  reported  that  to  prevent  offensive 
fumes  reaching  domestic  dwellings,  the  proprietors  had  practically 
completed  the  installation  of  a  system  of  Condensers  ;  when  tested, 
these  Condensers  were  found  to  be  inefficient  and  were  sub¬ 
sequently  abolished  in  favour  of  steam  jet,  which  drives  all  fumes 
through  the  furnace.  There  is  now  no  nuisance,  neither  has  there 
been  any  complaint  from  tenants  in  the  neighbourhood. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (Destruction)  ACT,  1919.  During  the  past 
year  there  have  been  (approximately)  6,500  rats  destroyed  in  the 
district. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDERS  (ANIMALS)  ACT,  1925,  No.  2- 
Four  animals  were  slaughtered  under  this  Order,  (see  Summary). 

RENTS  RESTRICTION,  Etc.,  ACT.  No  action  has  been 
necessary,  or  taken,  under  the  Act. 

WATER  SAMPLES.  Number  of  samples  taken  and  delivered 
to  the  M.O.H.  for  analysis  from  old  wells — -13,  from  new  wells — 44, 
as  compared  with  13  and  40  respectively  last  year.  Several  wells 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  repaired  where  necessary  ;  one  has 
been  closed  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  public  water  service 
installed. 

COMPLAINTS  received  were  rather  in  excess  of  last  year,  but 
were  all  relating  to  minor  matters  and  were  promptly  dealt  with. 

OVERCROWDING.  Two  cases  only  have  come  to  my  notice, 
and  one  has  been  remedied. 
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ZYMOTIC.  1  regret  to  report  that  infectious  diseases  have 
been  more  in  evidence  during  the  past  year  than  for  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  time,  and  have  made  a  heavy  demand  on  my  time ;  the 
reward  has  however  been  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  before  the  close 
of  the  year  the  health  of  jrour  district  has  assumed  its  normal 
condition  (see  Summary). 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Wood, 
Sanitary  &c.  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1925. 

Factories,  Workplaces,  Workshops,  Lavatories  and  Home-workers 

inspected  .  47 

Home  workers  .  There  are  none.  0 


DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Want  of  cleanliness  0 

Want  of  drainage .  0 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  .  0 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ...  0 


WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES  ON  REGISTER  AT  THE 

END  OF  1925. 


Cobblers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Carpenters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Paintshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Smithies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Brickyards  (F)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fat  and  Pone  Works  (F)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Foundries  (F) 

Fruit  Preserving  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  2 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Monumental  Masons  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hand  Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  1401 
Houses  and  premises  inspected  under  Housing  and  Town 

Planning  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Houses  inspected  under  Increase  ol  Rent  and  Mortgage 

Interest  (Restrictions)  Act  ...  ...  ...  .  0 

Drinking  water  supplies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Houses  and  premises  demolished  under  Housing  and  Town 

Planning  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  0 

Houses  rebuilt  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts  ...  0 

Closing  Orders  issued  under  H.  &  T.P.  Acts,  1909  .  0 

Intimation  Notices  served  and  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  29 

Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  discovered  . 87 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Earth  closets  converted  into  pail  closets  with  fly -proof  covers  30 
Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  and  connected  to 

public  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Galvanised  iron  closet  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Galvanised  iron  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Choked  and  defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

From  deposits  of  fish  offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

From  deposits  of  other  offensive  matter  ...  ...  ...  5 

From  insanitary  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Closets  demolished  and  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  .  2 

THE  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER,  1885 

AND 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 

Number  of  Cow-keepers,  Dairymen  and  Wholesale  Purveyors 

of  Milk  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the  Register  ...  89 

Number  of  visits  made  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  200 

Number  of  notices  issued  under  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk- 

shops  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  applications  to  be  Registered  under  Cowsheds, 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Steam  Sterilizing  Plants  installed  and  working 

in  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925  (ANIMALS)  No.  2. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  animals  found  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption  3 
Number  of  animals  found  fit  for  human  consumption  ...  1 
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WATER  SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS. 


Number  of  samples  taken  and  delivered  to  the  M.O.H.  for 

analysis  (from  old  wells)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

From  new  wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  44 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  carcases  examined  in  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  669 

Number  of  carcases  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 

and  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  organs  (swine)  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
destroyed — 2  livers,  lungs  and  heads. 

One  fore  quarter  of  beef  (subsequent  to  collision  with  motor  car) 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  was  surrendered  voluntary  and 
destroyed. 

11  turkeys  (voluntary  surrendered)  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
were  destroyed. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  visited  and  inspected  . 17 

Number  of  Knackers’  Slaughterhouses  visited  and  inspected  1 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Number  of  bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  blacksmiths’ shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  carpenter’s  shops  (and  wheelwrights)  inspected  ...  12 

Number  of  boot  repairing  shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  brickyards  (F)  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  paintshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  saddlers’  and  cycle  repairing  shops  inspected  ...  5 

Number  of  dressmakers’  workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  plumbers’  workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  foundries  (F)  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  fruit  preserving  works  (F)  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  monumental  masons’ works  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  fat  and  bone  works  (F)  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  hand  laundries  inspected  ...  .  1 

RATS  and  MICE  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Number  (approximate)  of  rats  destroyed  during  the  year  6500 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTIONS. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  with  Formalin  gas  and  spray, 

subsequent  to  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  visits  made  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  114 
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Number  of  patients  removed  by  Ambulance  to  Isolation 

Hospital  . 57 

Number  of  persons  nursed  at  home  or  suffering  from  Phthisis, 

&c.,  supplied  with  disinfectants  and  literature  .  6 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding,  &c.,  disinfected 

(in  lots)  by  steam  at  Isolation  Hospital  .  90 


February  3rd,  1926. 


(Signed) 

Thos.  Wood,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


32 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1925,  for  the  Rural 
District  of  M afford  and  Lothingland  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

i. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Prose¬ 

cutions, 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

4 

0 

0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

43 

0 

0 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premi¬ 
ses)  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

47 

0 

0 

a. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  Prose¬ 
cutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

( insufficient  ... 

Sanitary  -1  unsuitable  or  defective 

accommodation  1  not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  §  Workshop  Acts  : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101) 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921.) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


Nature  of  Work — 

Wearing  Apparel  (i.,  making,  etc.  ;  ii.,  cleaning  and  wash¬ 
ing) — Household  linen — (Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
— Curtains  and  furniture  hangings — Furniture  and 
upholstery — Electro-plate — File  making — Brass  and 
brass  articles — Fur  pulling — Cables  and  chains — Anchors 
and  grapnels — Cart  gear — Locks,  latches  and  keys — 
Umbrellas,  etc. — Artificial  flowers — Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets — Tents — Sacks — Racquet  and  tennis  balls — 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags — Brush  making — Pea 
picking — Feather  sorting — Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons, 
etc. — Stuffed  toys — Basket  making — Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats — Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc.— Textile  weaving  ... 

Total . 


Number, 


Nil 


LAURENCE  GIBSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  3rd,  1926. 
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